UA Date: 
23 August 2006

UA Title:
FACT FINDING MISSION TEAM MEMBERS ILLEGALY ARRESTED AND DETAINED BY ELEMENTS OF THE 74TH INFANTRY BATTALION PHILIPPINE ARMY LED BY COL. AMADO BUSTILLOS
UA Case:  
Illegal Arrest and Detention, Threat/Harassment/Intimidation
Victim/s:
Kristine Tulay, legal age, Karapatan Volunteer (detained)


Christopher De Leon, legal age, Karapatan Volunteer (detained)


Khristina Mae Guray, legal age, Karapatan Volunteer (detained)


Mary Jane Almoete, legal age, Karapatan Volunteer (detained)


Virgilio Batardo, legal age, Karapatan Volunteer (detained)


Ramon Blastique Fajardo, legal age, Karapatan Volunteer (detained)


Nona Quejero, legal age, Karapatan Volunteer (detained)


Leonardo Quejero, legal age, Karapatan Volunteer (detained)


Hermogenes Aumentado, legal age, father of Raquel Aumentado 







(harassed)



Two Barangay Officials  (harassed)


Three staff members of a local funeral parlor (harassed)
Place of Incident:
Brgy. Tambakan, Catanauan, Quezon Province, Philippines 
Date of Incident:  
August 22, 2006, 10:00-11:00 am
Allege Perpetrators:
Military element from 74th Infantry Battalion of the Philippine Army



(IBPA)
headed by Col. Amado Bustillos
Account of Incident –

Mr. Hermogenes Aumentado sought the assistance of KARAPATAN-Southern Tagalog on the retrieval of the body of her daughter, Raquel Aumentado who was allegedly killed in an encounter between the military and the New People’s Army (NPA) in Mulanay, Quezon Province on August 18, 2006. 


On August 22, 2006, KARAPATAN-Southern Tagalog organized a fact finding mission in response to Mr. Aumentado’s request. The team was composed of eight (8) KARAPATAN volunteers from different parts of the region, with them were two (2) Barangay Officials and three (3) staff members of a local funeral parlor. The mission notified Vice-Mayor Reynaldo Comiso before proceeding to the location. 

While on their way to the site, elements of the 74th IB led by Col. Amado Bustillos

blocked their vehicle in Brgy. Tambakan, ordered the family and the Barangay Officials to leave and detained the eight KARAPATAN volunteers. Col. Bustillos refused to release the body of the deceased to her family.


In the ABS-CBN News Channel (ANC) interview, he threatened to charge the KARAPATAN volunteers with Obstruction of Justice because according to him, they looked suspicious. 

The victims are still illegaly detained at the 74th IB camp in Palo, Ahos, Quezon Province.
 RECOMMENDED ACTION:

Send letters, emails or fax messages calling for:

1. The immediate formation of an independent fact-finding and investigation team composed of representatives from human rights groups, the Church, local government, and the Commission on Human Rights that will look into the illegal arrest and detention of the eight KARAPATAN volunteers;
2. The immediate retrieval of the body of Raquel Aumentado and the immediate release of the eight detained KARAPATAN volunteers;

3. The arrest and prosecution of the perpetrators of the crime/s of illegal arrest and detention, threat/harassment/intimidation.

4. The immediate and proper indemnification of the victims; and

5. The Philippine Government to be reminded that it is a signatory to  the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and that it is also a party to all the major Human Rights instruments, thus it is bound to observe all of its provisions.

You may send your communications to:

H.E. Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo

President of the Republic

Malacanang Palace,

JP Laurel St., San Miguel

Manila Philippines

Voice: (+632) 564 1451 to 80

Fax: (+632) 742-1641 / 929-3968

Cell#: (+ 63) 919 898 4622 / (+63) 917 839 8462

E-mail: corres@op.gov.ph / opnet@ops.gov.ph
Hon. Rene V. Sarmiento
*Office of the Peace Process
7th Floor Agustin Building I
Emerald Avenue
Pasig City 1605 
Voice:+63 (2) 636 0701 to 066
Mobile: 
Fax:+63 (2) 635 9579

Hon. Avelino J. Cruz, Jr.
Secretary
Room 301 DND Building, Camp Emilio Aguinaldo,
E. de los Santos Avenue
Quezon City 
Voice:+63(2) 911-9281 / 911-0488
Fax:+63(2) 911 6213
osnd@philonline.com
Hon. Raul M. Gonzalez
Secretary, Department of Justice

Padre Faura St., Manila

Direct Line 521-8344; 5213721
Trunkline  523-84-81 loc.214
Fax: (+632) 521-1614
Email  sad@doj.gov.ph
Hon. Purificacion Valera Quisumbing

Chairperson, Commission on Human Rights

SAAC Bldg., UP Complex

Commonwealth Avenue

Diliman, Quezon City

Philippines

Fax: (+632) 929 0102

Email: drpvq@chr.gov.ph
Please send us a copy of your email/mail/fax to the said government official to our address below.

URGENT ACTION Prepared by:

KARAPATAN (Alliance for the Advancement of People’s Rights)-National Office

34 Maamo St. Sikatuna Village, Quezon City 1100 PHILIPPINES

Voice/Fax: (+632) 435 4146

Emails: <karapatan@tri-isys.com> / karapatan@edsamail.com.ph / karapatan.pid@gmail.com
Website: www.karapatan.org
