H.E. Benigno Simeon Aquino III

President, Republic of the Philippines                            

Office of the President

Malacañang Palace Compound

J.P. Laurel St., San Miguel, 

Manila, Philippines 1501

Dear President Aquino,

We write to you in solidarity with the families of the men and women who have been forcibly disappeared in the Philippines.  

In the past decade, more than 200 Filipinos have reportedly been victims of enforced disappearance. This crime robbed each victim of their liberty - and usually their life as well. It has also caused extreme suffering for family members by denying them the right to know the fate of their loved one. 

A new human rights treaty (the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearances) to combat this crime needs ratification by only one more country before it comes into force. The Philippines could play an historic role in becoming a state party to this treaty. We ask you to promptly sign it within your first year of office.
We also ask you to lend your support to the national anti-disappearance bill introduced in both the Congress and the Senate. The bill has been waiting to be enacted for more than 15 years.  We call on you to bring this long wait to an end.    

Torture, like enforced disappearance, is committed under conditions of secrecy. The Philippines has already signed the Optional Protocol to the UN Convention against Torture. The Optional Protocol allows UN monitors to visit places of detention to combat torture.  It is now down to you to send this to the Senate for ratification.
President Aquino, you have personal experience of losing your father in an extrajudicial execution, and are now in a position to stop this happening to others by protecting the human rights of all Filipinos.  

We urge you, Mr. President, to take a strong stance and end this legacy of enforced disappearances, torture and political killings in the Philippines now.

Sincerely yours,

[name]
